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JUNE QUARTER 1995

MAIN FEATURES

Mineral exploration (other than for petroleum)

Total mineral exploration expenditurc for 1994-95 was
$893.3 million, an increase of 12.7 per cent compared
with 1993-94. Exploration for gold increased by $100.7
million (22.2 per cent). The largest increases werc
reporied in Western Australia (341.8 million or 9.2 per
cent) and Queensland ($35.8 million or 25.5 per cent).

Exploration cxpenditure for the June quarter 1995
totalled $244.6 million. an increase of 10.9 per cent
compared with the June quarter 1994, and an increasc of
28.5 per cent compared to the March quarter 1995 .

Exploration for gold incrcased by 38.9 per cent since
March quarter 1995 to $158.6 million ($25.2 million
more than in the June guarter 1994). Exploration for
base metals rose 4.7 per cent in the quarter, and coal
cxploration rosc 23.7 per cent.

Expenditurc on production leases for the Junc quarter
1995 incrcased by 24.1 per cent from the previous
quarter, but was 7.3 per cent lower than the June quarter
1994, Expenditurc on all other arcas increased by 29.9

per cent from the March quarter 1995, and was 18.1 per
cent higher than in the June quarier 1994.

The total metres drilled during the June quarter 1995 was
34.4 per cent morc than in March quarter. and 10.6 per
cent greater than in the June quarter 1994,

Petroleum exploration

Total expendilure on petroleum expioration in the Junc
quarter 1995 was $190.2 million, an increase of 48.4 per
cent compared to the March quarter 1995, and 53.1 per
cent more than in the Junc quarter 1994.

Expendilurc on production leascs increased by 41.1 per
cent compared to the June quarter 1994, Expenditure on
ail other arcas increascd by 55.3 per cent over the same
period.

Total onshore exploration increased by 12.4 per cent
compared to the June guarter 1994, Total offshore
exploration rose by 77.2 per cent over the same period.

TABLE 1. MINERAL EXPIL.ORATION (OTHER TIIAN FOR PETROL.EUM)
EXPENIMTURE BY TYPE OF MINERAL SOUGHT BY STATE, 1994-1995

(3 mitlion)
Copper, leod T,
zime, sitver tungsten, Con-
nickel and fron Mineral  scheelite. siruction
eohalt Gold ore sands  wolfram  Uranium Coal  materials  Diamonds Other Total
New South Wales 220 41.6 0.8 np. af. 19 . 79.2
Victoria 22 223 np. n.p. np. n.p. = n.p. no. .2
Queensland 79.1 9.8 n.p. 0.7 0.5 1.9 279 03 np. 52 176.0
South Australia 1.4 55 np. n.p. n.p. 1L.p. n.p. np. 1.6 np. 209
Western Australia 588 3794 98 4.4 n.p. 0.6 np. 352 3R 495.5
Tasmania 103 9 np. np. np. np. np. np. n.p. 4.9
Northem Territory 18.6 43.1 n.p. n.p np. 1.5 Lp. 89 1.9 T5.8
Australia 200.0 §54.5 12.1 5.8 11 7.8 380 L9 48.4 23.5 893.3
INQUIRIES « for further information about statistics in this publication and the availahility of related

unpublished statistics contact Nicole Pikos in Darwin on (089} 432 171 or any ABS Office.

« for any information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services in

Canberra on (06) 252 6007 or any other ABS State Office.




TABLE 2. PRIVATE EXPLORATION :

[

ACTUAL AND EXPECTED EXPENDITIRE

Muneral (ather than petrofenm)

Petroferim onshore

Petrolenm offshore

Actial as a

Actual as a

Actieal as a

Ioxpenditire pereentage of Lxpendhiure percentage Fxpendinere percentouge of
Penod Actual Expectedta) ected Acteal  Fxpectedial ol expected Actral  Expectedya) expected
Sm S per cent m Sm per cent &m Fm per cent
1990-21 601.7 452.6 132.9 2171 1658 130.9 3654 3268 LR
1991952 604.0) 466.5 1295 135.3 191.3 .7 3388 344.0 98.5
199293 6318 5328 1186 115.2 131.1 K72 496.7 4385 1133
1993-94 7926 55341 143.3 144.5 1001 1444 362.1 4542 789
1494-25 8933 696.2 1283 1638 1203 1362 519.8 5921 R7.K
Sk months ended
June 1994 396.2 RIS 1241 7R.4 113 i89.8 158.5 2331 67.4
December 1994 4584 3492 131.3 84.0 SKR 142.9 281.1 330.3 83.6
Jun® 1995 434.9 3470 125.3 798 61.5 129.8 238.7 2558 93.3
Levember 1995 ny.a. 349.0 ny.a. ny.a. 8d.4 ny.a Y.L 207.4 ny.a,
{a} As reported in a previous census, See Explanatory Notes, paragraph 9.
TARLE 3. MINERAL EXPILORATION (OTHER THAN PETROLEUM)
EXPENDITURE AN} M KTRES DRILLED
Hxpenditure (S million} Merves drilled 1 000 metres)
On On On I
Period production afl ather produciion afl other
. areas
leases areas Total leases Toral
199001 1154 4863 601.7 1.760 4.452 6.212
1991-92 1309 473.1 604.0 1.626 4.253 5877
199293 148.4 4834 6318 1.944 5,149 6.993
1993.94 184.4 60R.1 7926 2770 6.810 9.580
1994-95 202.5 690.7 49313 3329 T.00 10,330
Fous.og
March yuarter JRR 136.8 1753.6 396 1.446 2.042
June quarter 610 16000 2206 &42 1.643 2485
1994-95
September gquarter 50 1754 2261 833 1.91% 2,751
Deceraber quarter 519 181.2 2323 938 1.847 2,785
March quarter 448 145.5 190.3 726 1319 2,045
June quarter 55.6 1RS.0 244.6 832 1.917 2,749
TABLE 4. MINERAL EXPLLORATION (OTHER THAN FOR PETROLEUM) : EXPENDITURE BY STATE
(§ million)
Period NSW Vie, Old 54 A Tas. NT  Australia
1990-91 600.6 12.7 124.1 15.5 324.8 9.9 53.9 60G1.7
1991-92 633 12,6 099 19.7 3328 79 578 6040
1992-93 6.9 12.2 1179 21.3 8.1 7.8 635 631.R
1993-94 736 207 1140.2 247 4517 10.2 69,5 792.0
1994.95 792 A 176.0 209 49558 14.9 FAR 8913
1993-94
March quarter 158 6.3 30.2 69 1009 14 12.1 175.6
June yuarter 250 6.3 370 58 1234 i 19.9 22000
1994.95
Seplember quarter 18.4 6.7 4511 4.6 127.5 2.8 211 226.1
December guarter 183 6.5 53.7 AN | 126.4 29 19.3 2323
March quarter 19.8 9.3 324 4.6 106.3 4.0 14.1 190.3
June gquarter 22.7 87 449 6.0 1353 52 21.3 244.6




TABLE 5. MINERAL EXPLORATION (OTHER TLAN FOR PETROLEUM)

EXPENDITURE BY TYPE OF MINERAL SOUGHT BY STATE, JUNE QUARTER 1995

(% million)
C'opper, lead T,
zinc, sifver fungsien, {'on-
Period nickel and fron Mineral  scheelite, struction
cohalt Gold nre sands wolfrar Uranitm Coal  materials  Dhamonds (Other Total
New South Wales 6.1 12.9 np. np. 1.8 0.7 0.4 227
Victoria 0.5 SR n.p. np. —_ - np. 0.1 2.1 R.7
Qucensland 185 16.4 n.p. np. np. np. 12 np. n.p. 1.3 44.9
Sowmh Australia A 1.9 np. n.p. np np. np. 0.4 n.p. 6.6
Western Australia 14.1 108.2 4.4 04 — n.p. .2 np. 6.7 i.i i35.3
Tasmania 37 b4 np. - np. n.p. n.g. 52
Northern Tetritory 35 12.0 n.p. np. np. 1.0 np. 2.4 (.2 21.3
Australia 51.5 158.6 53 0.6 0.4 2.2 93 0.4 10.3 6.1 244 6
TABLE 6. MINERAL EXPLORATION {OTHER THAN FOR PETROLEUM)
EXPENDITURE BY TYPE OF MINERAL SOUGHT, AUSTRALEA
($ million)
Copper, lend Tin,
zing, silver tungsien, Con-
nickel and fron AMineral  scheelite, struetion
Perioad coball iald ore sands wolfram  Uranium Coal materials  Diamonis (hher Totat
199¢-91 1718 3008 11.2 19.2 2.4 128 231 7 39.0 18.5 6057
1991-92 1449 3047 169 139 1.7 128 275 1.6 87 243 604.0
1992-93 183.4 Ry 24.0 98 L3 8.8 232 1.1 3r1 21.9 631.8
1993-94 191.6 433.7 18.8 8.5 1.1 7.6 277 1.3 58.7 235 792.6
1994-95 010 5545 12.1 58 1.1 78 IRA 0.9 48.4 235 8933
1993-94
March quarter 40.2 1088 2.5 1.5 0.7 1.4 6.8 a3 9.3 4] 175.6
June guarter 50.6 133.4 1.2 2.2 0.2 1.4 74 0.4 169 6.8 220.6
fous-35
September quarter 478 138.2 2.9 1.9 0.1 2.1 1.7 0.1 7.0 52 226.1
Decembier quarter 525 1435 25 1.8 04 1.7 10.6 0.2 12.5 6.5 2323
March quarter 49.2 1142 1.4 1.5 0.2 1.8 T4 0.2 86 5.8 190.3
June quarter 51.5 1586 53 6 0.4 2.2 9.3 0.4 10.3 6.1 2446
TABLE 7. PETROLEUM EXPLORATION EXPENDITURE
(§ miflion)
Total expenditure
Inshore Cffshore On On
o N o o production alf other
Feriod Drilling Other Total Dritling Crther Total leases areas Total
1990-9% 1288 k8.3 2171 2571 1084 3654 131.2 451.4 582.6
1991-92 60.5 750 1353 142.2 196.4 3388 70.4 403.6 4739
1992-93 628 52.4 115.2 283.7 2131 496.7 69.) 5429 611.9
1993-94 R4.4 60.0 1445 2080 154.2 362.2 0.1 436.5 506.7
1994-95 832 ROT 163.8 3849 1349 5198 103.9 5795 683.6
199394
Warch quarter 14.5 17.9 324 40.0 40.4 80.3 15.0 97.7 112.7
June quarter 29.3 16,7 46.0 412 370 782 202 104.1 124.2
1994-95
September quarter 26.0 15.8 41.7 108.5 30.2 138.7 28.9 151.5 180.5
December guaricr 17.2 251 42.3 106.7 357 142.4 259 1587 184.7
March quarter .9 16.2 28.1 736 26.5 100.1 206 107.6 128.2
June quarter 281 23.6 51.7 06.1 42.5 138.6 A 161.7 190.2




EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains annual and quarterly statistics
of privatc scclor cxploration for minerals {other than oil
shale) in Avstralia.

Source

2. Data are cotlected and compiled from the exploration
censuses conducled by the Australian Burean of Statistics
{ABS).

Scope and coverage

3. All exploration activity is included. regardless of the
main activity of the explorer. Details of exploration are
collected from all private enterpriscs known to be engaged
in cxploration.

4. From Scptember quarter 1989 details of mineral
explorers reporting tess than $5.000 per quarter have been
excluded from the Tables. resulting in a small break in the
series from 1989-90. Data linking the two collection
methodologies for Tables 2. 3. 4 and 6 are contained in
the September quaricr 1994} issue.

Classification
5. The following categories are used :

(a} Praduction lease/Other. where a production lease is
an area on which production or development is actually
taking place.

by Onshore-(ffshore. where offshore includes all
operations in a marine area under the Petroleum
(Submerged Lands) Act 1967 or under any Acls
administered by Statc governments.

(¢} Drilling/Other, where drilling expenditure includes
cost of access (roads. vessel hire, e(c.) lo the drilling site
and sile preparation etc.. and other expendifure includes
costs of survevs. reporl writing. map preparation and all
other activities attributable to exploration.

Definitions

6. AMinerals. In the broad scnsc these comprise metallic
mincrals.  construction materials.  gemstones, other
non-metallic mincrals and petroleum (oil or gas).

7. Fxploration. This includes the search for new ore
occurrences or undiscovered oil or gas, and/or appraisal
intcnded to delineate or greatly extend the limits of known
deposits of minerals or oil or gas reservoirs by geological.
geophysical. geochemical, drilling or other methods. This
includes construction of shafls and adits primarily for
cxploration purposcs but  excludes activily of a
devclopmental or production nature,  Exploration for
water is excluded.

8. Fxploration expenditure. This covers all expenditure
on exploration activity in Australia. It includes
expenditure on  aerial surveys (including landsat
photographs). general surveys, report writing, map
preparation and other activities indirectly attributable to

@ Commuonwealth of Austratia 1995

exploration, Cash bids for offshore petrolcum cxploration
permits are also included.

9. Fxpected expenditure.  This refers to expected
expenditurc on cxploration as reported by private
cnterprise explorers who were included in the previous
census. Events such as new discoveries, unexpecied
weather conditions. government policy changes and
unforcscen changes in economic conditions may causc
aclual expenditures to differ from those previously
expected.  The differences between aclual and expected
cxpenditure can be seen in Table 2.

Related Information

10 Current publications produced by the ABS arc
listed in the Catalogue of Publications and Products
Australia {1101.0). The ABS also issues. on Tuesdays
and Fridays. a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists
publications to be released in the next few days. The
Catalogue and Publications Advice arc available from any
ABS office.

1t Publications showing the dctails of wells and
metres drilled in petrolesm cxploration are available from
the Petrolcum Resource Asscssment Branch of the Bureau
of Resource Scicnces.

Symbols and other usages
ny.a not ycl available

n.p. not available for scparate publication but
included in totals

n.a. not available

— nil or rounded to zero

r figures revised since previous 1ssuc

12. Where figures have been rounded. discrepancics

may occur between the sums of the component items and
their totals.

13.  Percenlage changes shown in this publication have
been calculated on actual figures as reported by explorers.

Electronic services

Electronic Data Scrvices

A large range of ABS data is available via on-linc
services, diskette, magnetic tape. tape cartridge. and

CD-ROM. For more details on Electronic Data Services
contact Information Services in any of the ABS Offices.
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